THE  FIRE   COURT
sometimes after a regular set-to of bargaining and counter-
bargaining, with the Court watchfully easing the way towards
an accommodation. Indeed case after case adds strength to
the impression that the Court regularly acted as a wise counsel-
lor, guiding the well-disposed to a reasonable settlement, and
influencing even the most obstinate into a moderation which
may have surprised them when they found themselves once
more in the street outside.
The terms of the settlements necessarily varied with the
terms of the leases. If a tenant had recently laid out a heavy
fine for a long lease at a low rent he was entitled to more con-
sideration than if he held only the end of a lease at a beneficial
rent, but the general principles were always the same. If the
tenant rebuilt, his expenditure was treated as the equivalent of
a fine, and his lease was correspondingly extended.* If this did
not give him a sufficient recompense, his rent could be reduced
as well.2 In either case, his landlord was getting something
done for him which he was unable to do for himself, at a time
when unbuilt sites were almost unsaleable. If the tenant refused
to rebuild, or if he was anxious not to, he could have his lease
cancelled and receive some measure of compensation for the
sums he had spent. This freed the landlord from an obstinate
and perhaps indigent tenant and, in lieu of the possibly un-
enforceable obligation of that tenant to rebuild, allowed him
either to rebuild himself or to offer good terms to someone else,
without fears of a challenge from an unextinguished interest.8
1 B.M., Add. MS. 5063, Nos. 33, 49, 51-6, 76 (Richard Collins, gent., <y. Dean and
Chapter of the Cathedral Church of Christ, Oxfordj Thomas Malcher, John Saunders,
Mary Wydnell, Thomas Bayly, John Wise, Edward Marshall, John Daulinge, respec-
tively <v. Sir Harbottle Grimston, Bart., Master of the Roilsj Charles Pitfield, Esq., <y.
J. Crowther, D.D., Precentor of St. Paul's Cathedral).
2  Ibid., Nos. 14, 38, 73 (Thomas Rives <u. Thomas Meriton, Rector of St. Nicholas
Cole Abbey, and the Churchwardens of the Parish; Peter Pickering v. Rector and
Churchwardens of St. Michael's at Quernej Richard Arnold v. Rector and Church-
wardens of St. Margaret Patten's).
8 Ibid., Nos. 6 (Elizabeth Guy <v. James Marshall) $ 41 (Sir Thomas Dacres, Knight,
<v. Elizabeth Lovell and Robert Hollis). As an unreasonable refusal to accept either a
fair offer to cover rebuilding, or adequate compensation for surrendering the lease,
might lead to a cancellation without recompense, the tenant was not encouraged to be
too grasping: (No. 13, John Eeale <v. Sir George Moore, Bart.).
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